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Bulgarian statesman, was born in Slavovitsa.
After election to the Sobranye he became
leader of the Agrarian Party. On account of
his attacks of the policy of King Ferdinand,
at the time of the World War, he was sen-
tenced to penal servitude for life. Being
later released by the king, he led insurrection
forces and brought about Ferdinand's abdi-
cation and flight. In King Boris' government
he became Premier. In 1923 a military fac-
tion opposed him and he was forced to flee
for his life, was finally captured and shot.

Stalwarts, the name given to a faction
of the Republican Party in New York, con-
cerned in an important political struggle in
1880.

Stallings, Laurence (1894- ), play-
wright, was born in Macon, Ga. He was on
the staffs of the Atlanta Journal, New York
World, and New York Sun. He collaborated
in writing the plays What Price Glory?, The
Buccaneer, and Deep River; and the moving
picture plays The Big Parade and Old Iron-
sides.

Stambul.   See Constantinople.

Stambuloff, Stephan Nikoloff (1855-
95) Bulgarian statesman, was born in Tir-
nova. On the abdication of Prince Alexander
(1886), Stambuloff became head of a coun-
cil of regency, and was successful in obtain-
ing the election of Prince Ferdinand to the
throne (1887), with himself as prime min-
ister.

Stamens.   See Flower.

Stamford, municipal borough, England.
Features of interest are St. Mary's Church,
with a fine tower and spire (c. 1300); All
Saints', containing i$th century brasses and
monuments; St. John's, St. George's, and St.
Martin's, attractive old churches; the fine
gateway, formerly belonging to Brazenose
College; ruins of a Benedictine priory church
(nth century); and mediaeval hospitals,
called calises (from the Calais merchants
with whom the town had trade), the oldest
being Browne's Hospital (i$th century); p,
9,881.

Stamford, city, Connecticut. It is a fav-
vorite residential place and summer resort of
New York people, and has important indus-
tries. The leading manufactured products are
locks, builders' hardware, engines; p.47,938.

Stamford, village, New York. It is sit-
uated in the Catskill region and is a popular
summer resort; p. 1,088.

Stammering, or Stuttering, a spasmodic
disorder of speech, in which the production
of certain sounds is arrested. A stammerer's

chief difficulty lies in harmonizing the mech-
anism for vowel sounds and consonantal
sounds. In his effort to shape the mouth
aright for consonant production he has dif-
ficulty in using his respiratory and laryn-
geal apparatus for the production of voice.
Stamp Act, an act passed in 1765 by the
British Parliament taxing the American colo-
nies. The bill made it necessary that stamped
paper be used for all colonial bills, bonds,
leases, insurance, and legal documents of all
kinds, and that stamps be affixed to playing
cards, newspapers, pamphlets, and various
other articles. Stamps and stamped paper
were to be sold by public officers. The bill
passed without attracting much attention in
England, but the colonists claimed that Par-
liament had no right to tax them without
their consent, and opposed the act so vigor-
ously that the government found that it could
not be enforced and in 1766, after the fall of
Grenville, the measure was repealed.
Stamp Act Congress, a body of dele-
gates from the American colonies, except
North Carolina, Georgia, Virginia, and New
Hampshire, which met in New York City on
Oct. 7, 1765, to protest against the Stamp
Act. The Congress continued in session un-
til the 2$th, and in a Declaration of Rights
and Grievances set forth the case of the
colonies. The work of the Congress was ap-
proved by many of the colonial assemblies,
and unquestionably did much toward
strengthening opposition to the enforcement
of the act.
Stamps.   See Post Office.
Stamp Taxes. Stamp taxes appear to
have been first devised by the Dutch in 1624.
They were introduced into England in 1694.
In 1765 they came into prominence when
Grenville's Stamp Act aroused the violent
opposition of the American colonies. In the
United States stamp taxes became an import-
ant part of the fiscal machinery in 1814; and
with the development of the internal revenue-
system during the Civil War, stamp taxes
were imposed upon a wide range of objects.
Another important development of such
taxes took place during the Spanish War. At
present the most important stamp tax is that
upon cigars and other forms of manufactured
tobacco.
Stamp taxes upon various commercial
documents, as bills of exchange, drafts, bank
checks, are employed by some of the leading
nations.
Standard,   See Currency, Money, etc,
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